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ANDY WELL GOLDMINE 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.02 am]: Yesterday I represented 
the Premier at the opening of Doray Minerals Limited’s Andy Well goldmine. Conveniently located on the 
border of the Great Northern Highway road reserve 45 kilometres north of Meekatharra, it just goes to show the 
outstanding exploration potential of Western Australia. Andy Well goldmine epitomises the Western Australian 
mining story—from a prospector identifying the potential of a site, striking connections with a Western 
Australian geologist in a Kalgoorlie pub, taking the opportunity to have a go and striking gold. It is through 
people undertaking a lot of hard work, and sometimes finding that little bit of luck, that our mining industry is 
the strong, successful community it is today. The opening of a mine is always a very positive sign for the 
industry. While blessed with a high-quality find, Doray Minerals has also demonstrated its commitment to 
develop a low-cost, efficient operation. Doray Minerals has progressed its high-grade Andy Well gold project 
from discovery to mining and production in just over three years. The company was recognised as the most 
successful initial public offering of 2010 and was named gold explorer of the year by the Gold Mining Journal in 
2011. 

Project gold resources were boosted to 444 000 ounces with the announcement in March 2013 of a maiden 
combined resource of 106 000 ounces of contained gold for the adjacent Judy North and South lodes. Current 
mining reserves are 250 000 ounces of contained gold. Mining the stage 1 open pit commenced in November 
2012 and finished in May 2013, with the first gold pour occurring on 5 August this year. Gold is recovered from 
both a gravity circuit and a cyanide leach. Development has begun on an underground decline from the bottom 
of the Wilber pit. The underground workings now extend to about 130 metres below the surface. By the end of 
September, stoping of the high-grade Wilber lode had commenced. September 2013 was the first full month of 
processing high-grade ore from Wilber lode, with a mix of processing stockpiled open-pit ore and underground 
ore. This first full month of production firmly established Andy Well as a low-cost operation, with a cash cost of 
$427 per ounce and total costs of $731 per ounce. I am also pleased to see that the exploration incentive scheme 
has played a role in this project. Earlier this year, the Department of Mines and Petroleum announced Doray as 
one of the recipients of the scheme’s co-funded drilling program. I was told that this is being used on an 
underground diamond drill hole that will provide further geological information about the extent of the project. I 
congratulate Doray Minerals on a very promising commencement to the Andy Well goldmine, and wish it all the 
best for its future exploration endeavours. 
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